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Pilot dies after aircraft crash in 
Bermuda Dunes; identified as James 
Wallace, 83
 
News article by Ani Gasparyan Palm Springs Desert Sun (California)
 
The 83-year-old pilot of the small plane that crashed in Bermuda Dunes on Saturday died later that 
night.  
 
James Wallace, 83, of Palm Desert, died at 9:34 p.m. on Saturday, according to the Riverside 
County Coroner's office. He had been hospitalized with serious injuries after first responders freed 
him from the plane wreckage, according to fire officials. 
 
The crash occurred in the 78-000 block of Discovery Bay, east of Palm Desert, according to the 
Riverside County Fire Department. It was reported at around 12:30 p.m. 
 
Wallace had a pilot license with a medical certification that was renewed in 2019.  
 
The Federal Aviation Administration, in a statement, said preliminary reports indicated the plane 
was a single-engine Moul Willis RV-3 and that Wallace was the only occupant. There were no 
reports of injuries on the ground.
 
The FAA and the National Transportation Safety Board were investigating the incident. 
 
City News Service contributed to this report
 
 
 

Our thanks to 
Sharon Mouldey Johnson

for this alert
 

and
 

Our sincere condolences
to Jim’s wife, Marilyn

and their family
and friends.

https://www.desertsun.com/story/news/2021/12/12/bermuda-dunes-airplane-crash-pilot-james-wallace-83-dies/6485126001/

https://kesq.com/news/2021/12/12/friends-and-family-mourning-death-of-pilot-who-crash-landed-plane-in-bermuda-dunes-neighborhood/

83-Year-Old James Wallace Killed in Plane Crash on Discovery Bay near Avenue 42
 
BERMUDA DUNES, CA (December 14, 2021) — James Wallace died in a small plane crash on 
Discovery Bay near Avenue 42 on Saturday night.
 
According to the Riverside County coroner’s office, 83-year-old Wallace died at 9:34 p.m. at Desert 
Regional Medical Center. He was the pilot, the sole occupant of the aircraft.
 
Earlier that day, the Palm Desert man crashed in the unincorporated community of Bermuda Dunes 
near a residence. Upon responding around 12:30 p.m., fire officials found him trapped inside the 
wreckage and freed him before taking him to a hospital, where he died.
 
Fortunately, no one on the ground was hurt from the crash. At this time, authorities have no 
information as to what caused the single-engine Moul Willis RV-3 to go down. However, the Federal 
Aviation Administration plans to look at all angles to determine the cause.
 
We would like to express our heartfelt sympathies to the family and friends of James Wallace.
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