
If you have photos and/or other information to share about this classmate, 
please send to info@ehs58.org

Font: Georgia 12
Heading: Georgia 18
subhead: Georgia 14

If you know more about this classmate 
(occupation, hobby, cause of death, etc)
please share on back side.  Thanks.

James Kenneth Wise, artist, 
dramatist, educator and businessman 
slipped into the arms of his Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, on March 3, 2022. 
He was 81. Jim is survived by his wife 
of 53 years, Christine; daughter, Sarah 
Samuels; son, Nathan Wise; and 
brother, Robert Wise. Also, grand-
children Sophia and Kai Samuels and 
Adalyn and Johanna Wise.

 
Jim, a graduate of Edmonds High School Class of 1958, attended the University 

of Washington where he completed a degree in Business Administration. After a brief 
sojourn in the world of business he returned to the UW and completed a BA in Art 
and ultimately a Master’s Degree in Education. He was an accomplished painter 
and sculptor, participating in exhibitions at, among others, the UW Henry Gallery 
and Bainbridge Arts and Crafts.
 

His diverse professional career began as an art teacher at Bainbridge High 
School in 1968. After three years in the classroom he moved to a position as 
curator and director of Educational Media Services for the Washington State 
Educational Service District 114 serving the Kitsap, Mason, and Jefferson County 
school districts. Eventually, his artistic talents and love of working outdoors 
developed into a new career path – Wise Design Landscape Services – which 
created landscapes for both commercial and private clients throughout the Puget 
Sound area. He remained at the drawing board (and shovel) for seventeen years 
until, as he put it, it was becoming harder and harder to move two-man rocks. In 
1993, at just the right time, the fulfillment of a life-long ambition – “to make a 
place for people” – came into view and Checkers Espresso and Gallery was born. 
Located in the historic district of Poulsbo, Washington, Checkers became a 
favorite coffee destination. Whether it was a ladies’ walking group stopping in for 
lattes and conversation, a men’s group gathered before hours for Bible study or 
young people learning the ropes of their first jobs as baristas, Jim provided a 
welcoming environment at every level. He also featured a local artist each month 
with an exhibition of their work to encourage and publicize their talent.
 

As well as running a coffee business, Jim was active in the public aesthetic of 

Jim Wise
May 4, 1940 - March 3, 2022

I send news of another 
classmate gone. Jim Wise 
died March 3, 2022. He had 
been in memory care for 
Alzheimer's. The full 
obituary is available here: 
Hansville Community 
Church | Obituary 
(hansvillechurch.org).
 
-- Christine Wise (wife)
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